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Speakers Inputs

Cora Weiss

· Cora contributed a brief history on Resolution 1325 – she was instrumental in getting 1325 passed and has been teaching lawmakers from different countries about the resolution in Washington DC

· Norway, which was at the forefront of using 1325, was used as a case study in its work of providing 1325 support to India, Tanzania and Sri Lanka in peace-keeping efforts trying to resolve conflict and prevent violence.

Liss Schanke
· Liss spoke about the use of 1325, particularly as an approach to women in local rural government in India, working as resource persons in conflict prevention and resolution 

· The double dual perspectives of 1325 have been helpful: they focus on conflict resolution and prevention as well as war, and on women as resource persons as well as victims

· Elected women representatives are working with existing or potential local conflicts:

· access to resources like water and land

· access to services like schools, health facilities and transport

· access to infrastructure like electricity and roads

· access to social programs for the poorest, orphans, homeless

· social and political awareness raising on gender issues – castes, GBV

· governance issues and strategies for dealing with corruption and injustice

· 1325 should open a space for women to act at the highest levels, to fight against marginalisation, discrimination, human rights violations and to enable women leaders to enter Parliament, as well as in the local context to work with marginalised women at the grassroots level. We are using 1325 to educate children but also to empower women.

· India has a total of 1 million elected women at local level, more than all other countries in the world together

Edel Havin Beukes
· Edel spoke about WILPF Norway receiving a grant from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, to translate 1325 into Norwegian, and launch the resolution, which was then developed to use as study material. In 2003 coordination among the Ministry of Women, WILPF, church organisations and civil society organisations led to seminars on 1325. In 2005, a foundation was created and several suggestions were sent to the government, involving engaging women in civil society in these issues. The new government in 2005 was more supportive of 1325 activities. On Women’s Day in 2006, the government announced its strong support of 1325 and an implementation action plan, with Ministry of Foreign Affairs having carriage. In the budget for 2007 the government increased the amount of money allocated and appointed a committee to administer it. More women have been employed in the police and the defence forces.

· Norway has also been assisting Sri Lanka with 1325. In 2002 a peace pact and cease fire agreement was signed in Colombo and Norway initiated the process. However, this was a failure; the masses, including women were not involved. Women speak on peace issues, but the media does not give publicity to women’s views. A Sri Lankan delegate in the seminar asked Edel if there is anything that can be done again in relation to intervening in a peace process. Sri Lanka needs to have peacemakers from Norway. 

Teresa Ulloa Ziaurizz
· Teresa spoke about her work in Mexico and other Latin American countries. Millions of women are missing, disappearing, losing their lives through GBV, abortion, or lack of nutrition, or trafficking. For 30 years she has been teaching grassroots women about their rights and the rights of their children, and there have been miraculous results. Indigenous women are working on land issues. Women are great participants in conflict situations

Human Rights Issues

· Fighting against GBV is not taken seriously by enough by governments worldwide

· We need to use the International Court of Justice and other mechanisms to deal with impunity and punish perpetrators

· One male participant argued that putting women into government is not necessarily the solution to women’s problems. If you put a woman into a system that is corrupt, she will often become corrupted. Our fight should be about democracy and bringing in good governance.

· There is no woman on the Security Council – there should be and we should lobby governments hard about this.

· There is a war against women and 1325 should be used to fight this war

· Men are generally not interested in giving up power over the bodies, the property and the land of women – peace will not just happen, we need to fight for it. “I am not a peace woman I am a warrior for peace”. 

Strategies and Lessons Learned

· War and peace are not black and white issues – it is not a matter of there is either war or peace. There are different levels going from tension, pre-conflict, conflict, war, post-conflict, resolution, tension. Unresolved tension can develop into a conflict and a war if not solved. Peace is not just the absence of war, peace is the absence of GBV

· 1325 is particularly important in regions that have a history dominated by conflict, local, national and international

· To a great degree, local tensions have been linked to the distribution of resources. There is often a struggle over resources at the root of conflicts and tensions 

· We need women in the decision making processes. Locally elected women are aware of local tensions and want to assist in alleviating, reducing or even solving conflicts at the local level by ensuring a just distribution of resources. 

· Gender budgeting of expenditure on peace and conflict resolution is an important strategy

· Ministers should be pestered about their obligations related to 1325 to ensure that some action is taken to implement government commitments

· 1325 needs to be translated into every language

· The quota systems are important to get a critical mass of women into Parliament. They need to be supported by women at the grassroots who demand that they be accountable. India has a quota system, South Africa has a quota system as do many other African countries. 

· Another strategy effective in the US has been Gender Action in New York which has trained women elected officials on how to engender their work, to harmonise gender sensitive legislation into the laws that they pass

· A further strategy in California has been requiring political parties to have equal numbers of men and women delegates as representatives at conventions. This has led to women in each of the congressional districts attending conventions and becoming politically literate. There are 53 delegates currently elected from California: 33 are Democrats of whom 18 are women and 15 are men. In the Republican party, there are 20 delegates, only one of whom is a woman. 

· Women in people’s movements are able to make an impact, women need information on 1325 

· We cam empower women in other ways by focussing on issues in addition to war and peace, e. g. inheritance rights and legal rights

Opportunities for partnerships/support initiatives/learning needs and other follow up
· Networks and exchange of experience between elected women is important – to make them aware of conflict alleviation dimensions and develop those dimensions at their local level. 

· Some of these locally elected and experienced women may be used as 1325 resources at the international level as they have the personal background and experiences that are relevant for conflict resolution

· The seminar organisers will create a list serve email on 1325 issues of participants email addresses 

· The organisers will also create a data base for all countries, eventually around the world, to list the different incidents of violence against women country by country to present to the UN and to governments. 
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