We the Women and Girls of the World
MSc. Teresa C. Ulloa Ziáurriz

We, Women and girls of the World fear from war and all the violence against us involved in military and paramilitary activities:  rape, sexual violence, displacement, death, hunger, the abuse of power for humiliating the mothers, wives, daughters, and sisters of the one defeated, the sexual abuses and prostitution promoted and imposed by the armies, the regular and irregular ones, even the peace keepers forces.  We look forward for peace above economic and political interests.  We look forward for the rule of law, and the rule of human rights.
We, Women and girls of the World fear from gender discrimination, this discrimination that kills thousand of girls before they are born, or even when they are given birth, they are condemned to lack of opportunities, to gender violence, exploitation, malnutrition, marginalization, inequality and to traditional practices prejudicial for their bodies and their human dignity. We request women and girls discrimination becomes a crime against humanity.
We, Women and girls of the developing countries fear from poverty and extreme poverty.  The feminization of poverty is becoming a witness of injustice for a little more than a half of the world population.  We urge the abolition of poverty and extreme poverty.  
We, Women and girls of the World fear from gender violence, that violence exercised against us in the private and public spheres that still is a pending issue.  Women and girls are every day raped at home, where they should have guaranteed their right to life, to their personal integrity and security.  Women and even girls are murdered every day in the middle of impunity.  Collective security could not be built if personal security and integrity is not guaranteed for the women and girls.  Meanwhile power and strength are the norms prevailing at home and in the community, we will not be able to build real peace and democracy. 
We also fear from gender mainstreaming policies in our countries and in the multilateral organizations, when they are not reflected in our realities and daily lives. We urge our Governments to take actions to revert this situation.  We have the right to be a priority in the international cooperation agenda, in the development efforts and in the fight against poverty, in natural disasters, in education, in health, in the protection of our human rights, but as well in the national security issues, in war and in peace, in the efforts against terrorism, and in the fight against organized crime.  

We must recognize that the sex industry is one of the three illicit markets most productive in the world; that it does not only attempt against personal dignity, but that represents a market in which human beings could be commercialized as commodities.  No one can consent in its own exploitation, in its own slavery.
And although some assure that prostitution is the oldest job in the world, we claim that it is the oldest violence ever perpetrated against women and girls.  Prostitution, in particular- does not only promote violence against women and girls but is violence against them and encourages trafficking in persons.  We believe that the clients, through the demand for prostitution, represent the economic incentive for the traffickers and they are the ones who perpetrate violence against women and girls, and as well as rapists, batterers, and traffickers, the clients should be subjected to the rule of law. 

Prostitution understood as a “job” promotes that sex industry expands its business and endanger the women, children, and adolescents in the developing countries. It is a mean to perpetuate the stereotypes that promote that women’s bodies are meant for men’s pleasure; we suggest that every woman, girl or adolescent enjoys a life free from violence, and their social, economic, and cultural rights are guaranteed, because their lives and bodies are not merchandises. 

Thank you.
� Regional Director of the Colaition Against Trafficking in Women and Girls for Latin America and the Caribbean.  Paper presented at the Women Speak Out:  Peace 2007, World Social Forum 2007, January 23, Nairobi, Kenya.
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