APPLICATION OF RESOLUTION 1325
OF THE UN SECURITY COUNCIL

IN COUNTRIES WITHOUT ARMED CONFLICTS.

MSc. Teresa C. Ulloa Ziáurriz

We have to recognize that Resolution 1325 of the UN Security Council is a bench mark in the history of applying the Gender perspective during armed conflicts.  Even though, it is the same Security Council, the first in violating its Article 1, because there is not a single woman in the Security Council.  That is why we should fight not only for the inclusion of Resolution 1325 in the Agenda of the World Social Forum, but as well we should request gender balance in the Security Council, we should fight for parity.  

But how women and girls in the world could benefit of such Resolution, mainly if they are not living in armed conflicts?  Is there a manner to apply this Resolution in conditions different to war situations, or in post-conflict ones?
First of all, we have to make clear what is peace, and what means building peace.  Is it only the absence of wars or peace means a little more than just this?  And I believe, as someone once told, peace is not only the absence of war, but is as well democracy, the rule of law and the rule of human rights, equality, a life and a world where all the basics needs and the social, economical and cultural rights are guarantee for everyone, as well as the civil and political rights. A world without gender discrimination or violence, a world where there are not inferiors and superiors, a world where there is not poverty or extreme poverty, and a fair income distribution and where welfare is for every citizen, including women and girls.  That is for me peace, and if we all agree on this interpretation of peace, we all, in different manners and in different times have contributed or are contributing to build peace. As the Swiss Parliamentarian Gabby Vermont said, on the occasion of the nomination of the 1,000 women from all over the world, for a Nobel Peace Price in 2005:  “… women contribute in so many different ways to build peace, since so many different manners, times, and spaces…”.
We, the women of the world in armed conflagrations or in non conflict zones are good for peace, we know how and when, but also we know with whom and for whom.  

During wars the bodies of women are raped, forced disappeared, victims of prostitution, forced pregnant, forced sterilization, or enslaved, a good example are the “comfort women” enslaved for prostitution during the Second World War by the Japanese Army, or the numerous victims of gender and sexual violence in the Former Yugoslavia or Rwanda.  
Also in countries like Mexico and other Latin American countries, like Honduras, Brazil, Argentina, Chile, etc., the bodies of women and girls have been subjected to forced disappearances, féminicides/gendercides or State homicides perpetrated by dictatorships, paramilitaries, regular armies, and polices, with the complicity of political and economical power sectors, at national level as well as at international level, product of repression, internal armed conflicts, dirty wars, and low intensity wars; and those facts constitute crimes against humanity and provokes deep pain and suffering.  
When we talk about violence against women and girls, we are talking about the "holocaust" or “gendercide”. The figures gathered by the Geneva Centre for the Democratic Control of Armed Forces, are very clear.

United Nations estimates that between 113 million and 200 million women around the world are "missing."  Every year, between 1.5 million and 3 million women and girls lose their lives as a result of gender-based violence or neglect. As the Economist reported "Every two to four years the world looks away from a victim count on the scale of Hitler's Holocaust."
In countries where the birth of a boy is preferred, selective abortion and infanticide eliminate female babies.

Young girls die disproportionately from neglect because food and medical attention is given first to males.

In countries where women are considered the property of men, their fathers, husbands, and brothers can murder them for choosing their own sexual partners.

The brutal international sex trade kills uncounted numbers of girls and women, as recently occurred in Great Britain.

Domestic violence is a major reason for the deaths of women in every country.

Six thousand girls undergo genital mutilation every day, according to the World Health Organization. Many die, and others live the rest of their lives in crippling pain.
As per UN estimations, four million of women and girls are recruited every year for the prosperous sex industry.
All these figures are estimates, registering precise numbers for violence against women and girls that show it is not a priority in most countries. It is comfortable to ignore these issues, especially when the problems are so widespread or socially normalized and accepted.

Three initial steps could be taken by world leaders to begin eradicating the mass murder of women. A tribunal like the International Court of Justice in The Hague should look for the 113 million to 200 million women and girls who are missing. A serious international effort must urgently be made to precisely register violence against girls and women, country by country. And we need a worldwide campaign to reform cultures that permit this kind of crimes.

In the past two centuries, those in the North and West have gradually changed the way they treat women. As a result, they enjoy greater peace and progress. Just as once the world abolish slavery, we must abolish "gendercide."

Historically the bodies of women and girls have been reduced to sexual objects, considered as men’s properties, lacking of rights and opportunities.  Rape and Sexual Violence, prostitution, forced pregnancy, forced sterilization, all crimes related with the sexual life and capacity of women are included as war crimes and crimes against humanity in the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court and this is not enough.  Some months ago was presented a Global Report prepared upon the request of the UN General Secretary on Violence against Women, and this is not enough.  We have been fighting for more than 40 years to prevent, sanction, and eradicate any kind and any form of violence against women and girls, and it has not been enough.  We cannot talk about peace and bringing women to the decision making processes, when there is a war against women and girls through the many ways violence is perpetrated against them.  We cannot talk about peace while a little more than half of the world population --women and girls-- are subjected to patriarchy.  Is here, in the fight of all kind of violence perpetrated against women and girls where we can promote the UN Security Council 1325 Resolution to empower women and girls in the fight of gender violence and discrimination.  

Also groups of women, as the Grand-Mothers of the May Plaza, in Argentina, have been fighting for more than thirty years for the presentation of all their daughters and sons since their forced disappearances in the hands of military dictatorship.  As product of their fights some granddaughters and grandsons have been located and families have been reunified.  There are plenty of examples where women have been able to find reparation in front of the abusive exercise of power, like indigenous women in Chiapas in the Zapatista’s Liberation Army, or in Guatemala, that have achieved amnesty for the political prisoners.  Recently the teachers union, in Oaxaca, Mexico, who have been fighting for the liberty of the Popular Assembly of the Oaxaca Peoples’ leaders and the punishment of the perpetrators or as in the case of rape and sexual abuses perpetrated against women in San Salvador Atenco by the police corporations, they perpetrated torture against these women.
A good example of how women are empowered by this Resolution are the indigenous P’urepechas women in Michoacán, Mexico, that are in the middle of the conciliation and decision making process on conflicts for land ownership, that men were not able to solve.

That is why it is so important Resolution 1325 of the UN Security Council, which has already commemorates its sixth anniversary, because it does not only includes gender perspective in dealing and protecting women and girls victims of war, but considers women a relevant actor in preventing war, in guaranteeing world security, but it also promotes an outstanding roll for women in the resolution of conflicts.  This resolution takes women to the dialog tables and to the decision making process.
And even though, almost all the Latin American Countries argues as they are not under war situations, there is no need to use this resolution, we, peace women should promote it, and use it before organized crime situations, before terrorism, in land ownership conflicts, in forced  disappearances, féminicides/gendercides or State homicides, repression, oppression, gender violence and/or discrimination, police brutality or unfair imprisonment,  in poorness and extreme poverty, in deprivation of fundamental human rights, as the right of expression, transit, association, and any kind of freedom.  We should use it before impunity and before the power; it could be state power, political or economic power.  We should use it to stop trafficking in drugs, in arms, and in persons, we should use it to abolish prostitution and any kind of human enslavement.  We should use it to promote human dignity even in the absence of war.
We are using it in peace education and in educating for pacific conflict resolutions, starting with nursery children; we are using it in training the armies and the police corporations, but we need to use it more, we need to use it to train policy makers and law makers, we should use it to promote democracy, equality, and development.  We should use it to fight against poverty, to achieve the Millennium goals and to defend the water and natural resources.  We should use it to fight for the right to food, education, and health.  We should use it to improve housing and the habitat.  We should use it to empower women and girls of the world.  We should harmonize this Resolution in our internal laws.
That is why we consider UN Security Council 1325 Resolution is a very important tool in fighting for human dignity for all the women and girls in the world, even when they are not in armed conflict situations.

Thank you.
� Regional Director of the Coalition Against Trafficking in Women and Girls for Latin America and the Caribbean.  Paper presented at the workshop on “The Application of UN 1325 Resolution of the Security Council in Non Conflict Zones” organized by the League of Women in Favour of Peace, January 22, 2007, on the occasion of the World Social Forum, Nairobi, Kenya.  
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